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FOREWORD The trade in marine ornamentals have been expanding globally owing to the increased demand from the hobbyists. Recent studies (during 1997- 2012) estimated that more than 2500 species are traded comprising 1800 fish and over 700 invertebrate species. The trade is composed of a diverse group of organisms. More than twenty million fish are traded annually, with Pomacentrids (damselfish and clownfish) representing nearly half by volume. The rest is constituted by corals (hard and soft), sea fans, mollusks (gastropods, bivalves, and cephalopods), echinoderms (starfish, urchins, and sea cucumbers), actinarians (sea anemones), crustaceans (shrimp, crabs, and lobsters), polychaetes (feather dusters and Christmas tree worms) and poriferans (sponges). The major exporting countries are the Philippines, Indonesia, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Australia, Fiji, the Maldives, and Palau. The USA is the major importer followed by the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, France,Germany, Taiwan,Japan,China,andltaly. The marine ornamental fish sector all over the world is dominated by fishes/shell fishes/invertebrates caught from the wild and the share of hatchery produced fishes still continues to be at a very minimal level. The ICAR CMFRI has developed the seed production technologies for more than a dozen varieties of marine ornamental fishes such as clown fishes and damsel fishes. Promoting hatchery production of marine ornamental fishes would be the best option to ensure sustainable development of the sector and imparting training on seed production of marine ornamental fishes will help the coastal fisherfolk to adopt the technology easily. In this context, this handbook on marine ornamental fish seed production would be beneficial for the entrepreneurs and hatchery technicians involved in the marine ornamental fish trade. I congratulate all the persons who had contributed for preparation of this handbook. Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan Director, ICAR-CMFRI 






































